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To my Loving 


© Peoph, and 4 aditors, 


On the Day of 
Pusrick Trankscivins. 


Dear Friends, 

HE ſerious and cloſe attention 
% gave in Hearing what 
was delivered from the following Text, 
has made me hope ; that what I here 
preſent unto your View, may uot "be 
unacceptable, You will fd. [ have made 
large Additions, but have not altered | 


the Method and Thread of Diſcourſe. -. . ies 


4 it may ſer ve to recommend and eu-. 
zar to von the wile and merciſul 
PN of God that ſtill continues 
to watch over us, I bave my End. For 
this 1 beg jour Prayers, who am 
Your Freon Servant, 


la the LORD, 


de Rersbios LE 
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Exod. XXII. ver. 29, 30. 


I will not drive them out from be- 
fore thee in one Near; leſt the 
Land become deſolate, and © the 
Beaſt of the Field multiply againſt 
thee. By little and little 1 will 
drive them out from before thee, 
until thou be increaſed and inherit 


the Land. 


E are come to make our 
moſt thankful Acknowledge- 
ments for the proſperous and great 
Succeſſes it hath pleaſed GOD to 
grant the Arms of Her MAJESTY 
with thoſe of Her ALLIES in this 
juſt War, in which we have been 
ſo long engag'd againft a potent and 
.cruel Enemy; and in which we have 
expended Rivers of Blood and Mines 
of Treaſure. 

For this End, I ſhall diſcourſe 
upon theſe Words, which how little 
ſoever they ſeem to ſerve the Deſign 
3 ofa Thankſgiving, will I hope be found 
pertinent thereto. 

A THEE: 
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THEY expreſs the Method God ſaw 
fit to take in his Providence to ſubdue 
his People Iſrael's Enemies, and to 
bring them into the promiſed Land- 
And then the Reaſons of his Pro- 


ceeding. 


Firſt, THE Method he ſaw fit to 
take in ſubduing their Enemies. This 
was by gradual Steps and a conſider- 
able Length of Time. I will not drive 
them out from before thee in one Year — 
By little and little I will drive them out 
from before thee. 


Secondly, THE Reaſons of this Pro- 
ceeding. Theſe do reſpect the preſent 
Condition and Circumſtances of this 
People. 


1. ONE Reaſon is the Inconvenience | 
and Prejudice which might enſue up- 


on a ſpeedy and entire Poſſeſſion. Leſt 
the Land. become deſolate, and the Beaſt 
of the Field multiply againſt thee. Had 


God forc'd out the Enemy at once, 
his People not being at preſent * 


ſufficient in Number to occupy and 


manage 1 
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manage the whole Land, a great Part 
would lie uninhabited, and fo grow 


IF 
1 
2 

j 
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waſte and deſolate. It wou'd in a ſhort 


Time become a Wilderneſs, fit only to 


breed and harbour the wild Beaſts, 
which multiplying in abundance, they 
might, after a while, be in as much 
Danger from them, as from the Cænaan- 
ites, or at leaſt be ex pos d to very great 


Inconveniences. To prevent this, he 
| wou'd not drive them out in one Year, 


but by little and little. 


2. ANOTHER Reaſon: That 
they might be in a Capacity ſecurely 
to enjoy the full Benefit of what he 
had deſign'd them. That being es- 


2 creas'd, they might inherit the Land. 


He would bring them in by Degrees, 


in Proportion as they multiply'd ; 


and as their Occaſions might require. 
The Canaanites were ſtill to poſſeſs 
ſome Parts of it, but only to pre- 
ſerve them manur'd and free from 
the Beaſts of the Field, *tll ſuch 


Time as ISRAEL ſhould become 
numerous enough to repleniſh them, 
and be in a Condition to enjoy with 
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Security, the plentiful Productions of 
this fraitful Country. Thus the Lord 
conſulted at once their Proſperity and 
their Peace, and in bleſſing them was 
refolv'd to do it in a Method that 
at long run, ſhou'd prove upon all 
Accounts, the moſt advantageous and 
beneficial. For theſe Reaſons the 
Enemy was not preſently driven out, 
but they had Conflicts with them for 
many Years, *till at length the Lord 
gave them Reſt round about, accord- 
ing to all that he ſware unto their 
Fathers, 

THE Words thus explain'd, do 
afford us the following Obſervations. 


I. THERE are very ſufficient 
and wiſe Reaſons, why God does not 
mahe a ſpeedy Diſparch of his Church's 
Enemies, but ſubdues them gradually, by 
little and little. | 


II. THAT in this eradual Method, 
he does but conſult his People's greater 
Peace and more flouriſhing Proſperity, at 


long run. 
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I. THERE are very ſufficient and 


q wiſe Reaſons, why God does not make 4 
peedy Diſpatch, of his Church's Enemies 
but ſubdnes them eradually, by little and 


little, This I ſhall ſpeak to negatively 


and poſitively. 


1. Negatively. The Reaſon is not 
from any Deficiency of Wiſdom or 
Power. This indeed is the Caſe with 


Creatures. They cannot accomplith 
3 what they intend ſpeedily and out of 
Hand. They maſt have Time to bring 


their Deſigns to paſs, They muſt lay 
a Train of Thoughts, and proceed 
gradually from one Step to another, 
becauſe they can't do otherwife, thro” 
Want of Skill and Defect of Power. 
But God who hath infinite Wifdom 
to contrive, almighty Power to effect. 
who hath all Things abſolutely and 
entirely depending upon himfelf, can 


do whatſoever and as he pleaſeth. He 


that made the whole World and all 
Things in it, by the word of his 
Power, ſaying, let it be fo, and it ww 
fo, can with the ſame Diſpatch and 
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Eaſe undo or deſtroy. We have many 
Inſtances of the ſudden Deſtruction he 
hath brought upon the Church's 
Enemies. The Egyptians when pur- 


ſuing the diſtreſſed and flying Iſraelites 


Exod. 14. 
Vs I 3 = 


Judges 8. 
V. 28. 


2 Chron. 
20. 


2 Chron. 
hap. 20 
V, 24. 


with eager Rage and a vehement 
Thirſt for their Ruin, were them- 
ſelves overwhelm'd with a ſudden 
and total Deſtruction. God told his 


People but juſt before: The Eggprti- 
ans whom ye have ſeen to Day, ye ſhall ©? 


ſee them again no more for ever. 


Midianites who were as the Sand by * 
the Sea Side for Multitude, were over- 


come in one Night, by the blowing 
only of Trumpets and the breaking 


of Pitchers. The ſudden Surpriſe run 4 « 


them into Confuſion, and immedi- 
ately, the Lord ſet every Mans Sword 


againſt his Fellow, And it is ſaid they f 
were ſubaued before the Children of 


Iſrael, ſo that they lifted up their Heads 


no more. When that mighty Hoſt 


came againſt Jehoſpaphat, God under- 
took the Battle and gave them ſuch an 
Overthrow, that Judah going forth the 
next Day to reconndoiſtre the Enemy, 
py; . "i 
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Ei People. 
and Opportunity to teach them ſome 
very uſeful and important Truths, 
which it is fit they ſhould be trained 
up in the experimental Knowledge of. 
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Heaven and dewonr 
It were a moſt eaſie Thing 


Bat, 
2, I ſhall aſſign ſome pocdi tive Res- 


| ſons why uſually God fees Fit to pro- 
ceed in this Method. And 


(I.) He does it for the Inflrution of 
That there may be Time 


It is to inform us that (unleſs upon 


| extraordine ry Occaſſions) we are not 
0 e he ſhould ſtep out of the 


A 4 com- 


Enemies 


| bebota they were all found dead upon 
F che Spot, and none e ſcaped. And thus 
1 it will be, in the Jaſt great deciding 
Battle with Gog and Magog, who ſha Rev. 20. 
be deſtroyed . Fire which ſhall come 
from God ont o 
them. 
with him to deſtroy his 
2 altogether and at once; but then 
this would not be ſo much for the 
Benefit of his Church, therefore he 
takes Time for it, and does it gra- 
dually, by little and little. | 


v. 8, 9» 
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common Way of his Providence, but 
let Things run in their natural Courſe, 
according to the Diſpoſition and Wor- 1 
king of ſecond Cauſes, which we 
know is gradual and by little and 
little. 3 


TO convince us of his Dominion 
and Soveraignty, when we ſee that 
tho' the moſt apt and likely Means be 
us'd, yet they can do no more than 


God will have them. Affairs are 


ſometimes exceedingly perplex'd and 
intricate; the Wind blows hard in our 
Faces, our Enterpriſes fail us, and there 
is no getting forwards: at other Times 2 
every Thing ſucceeds beyond all Ima- 


| 3 and Thought. Hereby we 


earn that Things are not to move 
acording to our Will, but as the ſo- 3} 
vereign Diſpoſer of all Events is 
pleas'd to direct. 2 


AGAIN, it is to guide us in our 
Eſtimates of Inſtruments, who are of 
vaſt Conſideration, when God is pleas d 
to make uſe of them. and but of lit- ? 
tle when he lays them by. It is a 
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$ profound Reverence and Eſteem we 
oe to them, as in the Hand of God, 


and to deny them Honour, would be 
a Contempt of him that uſes them, 
but then on the other Hand we muſt 
not raiſe them above what they are, 
or make a God of 'em. 


IN a Word, it is to teach us, that 


our whole and conſtant Dependance 


muſt be upon him; ſince we can do 


nothing without his Bleſſing, and it is 
he who muſt drive out our Enemies 
from before us. Moſes and Joſbua can- 
not do it alone tho' they were brave 
gallant Men. Therefore to en- 


come, and I will maſe all thine Enemies 
to turn their Backs unto thee. And*® in 
the Text, I will drive them out from 
before thee, tho' not in one Year, but by 
little and little, | | 


G2 


courage Joſhua the Lord ſaid unto him, Joh. 1. 

I will be with thee, as I was with Moſes, v. 5: 

I will not fail thee nor forſake thee. So 

in the Verſe before the Text; I will 

* ſend my Fear before thee, aud will de- 
ſtroy all the People to whom thou ſhalt 
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(2.) HE uſes this Method to exer- I 


ciſe his Peoples Grace g. Did he give 


them the Necks of their Enemies, or 


ment of her Graces. 


compleat their Deliverance at once, 
it would leave no Room for this; and 
of Conſequence God would loſe the 
greateſt Branch of his Revenue in this 
World, as his People their moſt pre- 
cious and conſiderable Benefits. There- 
fore he prolongs his Church's Con- 
flifts for the Exercife and Improve- 
And particu- 


Jarly, 


Fofh. g. 
Num, r3. 


38. 
4 


THE Grace of Faith. Iſrael had 
long Wars with the Inhabitants of the 
Land. They had vaſt Difficulties to 
furmonnt. There were many King- 
doms confederated againft them; 
whoſe Cities were walled and very great; 
the People fagacions and politick ; 
(fee an Inſtance in the Gibeonitet) ; 
exceeding numerous: and moreover the 
Children of Aua were there; 5. e. 
Giants, Men of a prodigious Stature. 
What could relie ve them under = 
Dif- 


[0 
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VD iſcouragements, butſa lively Faith in 
the Promiſe and Power of God? How 
ve F unequal a Match were they in them- 
or ſelves for ſuch mighty Foes! The 
e, War muſt be wag'd in Faith; for they 
1d could do nothing in their own Strength. 

he Therefore is it ſaid that by Faith the neh 1 
is Walls of Jericho fell down, and thro zo 3 
e- Faith they ſubdued Kingdoms, And 

e- thus in that long Conflict which the 

n- Church of God has had with the An- 

- tichriſtian Powers, what frequent Oc- 

u- caſion and Need has there been of 
the Exerciſe of Faith? and ſtill muſt 

be 'till theſe Enemies be pull'd down. 

ad ©} How could ſhe ſtruggle with ſuch 

he © grievous Temptations, Sufferings, Pe- 

to ſecutions, &. to which ſhe has been 

g- all along expos'd, were it not for the 

nm; Exerciſe of Faith? This is the Vicbory 

; her Converts have over the World, even 

ks Þ heir Faith. 


* THE Grace of Patience is by this 
Means alſo kept in Exerciſe. We 
have a ſure Promiſe that Babylon ſhall 
fall, and that the Intereſt of God, 
if how weak and low ſoever it may be 
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dence a going. The Prayers of the 


at Times, ſhall} finally prevail and 
triumph over all its proud Oppofers : 
But we muſt wait for the Accompliſh- 2 
ment. It was by Degrees that Anti- 
chriſt aſcended: to the Height of hes 
Power and, Tyranny ; In the like Me- 
thod muſt fhe be brought down from 


it, by little and little, thro' the Re- 


volution of many Ages. 'its Time 1 
muſt bring it to paſs; and therefore, 
Here is the Patience and the Faith 44 
the Saints; what will both require — 
exerciſe em. 


AND then hereby the Grace 7 { 
Prayer is drawn forth. It is adorable # 
Condeſcenfion, that God ſhould in a * 
great Meaſure ſubject the Revolutions l 


of Time to the Prayers of his People. 
Theſe ſet all the Wheels of Provi- 


Saints were firſt offered upon the golden 
Altar which was before the Throne, and 
then there mere Voices, and Thundrings, E 
and Lightnings, and an Earthquake. * 
Before, there was a great Silence in 
Heaven, and every thing ſeem'd to be 
at a Stand : But no ſooner did theſe 

aſcend | : 


aſcend. 
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than they were all preſent- 


nd 

18 ay in Motion. The great Changes that 
ſh- are brought to paſs in the World. 
\ti- © Land eſpecially the liverances of 
hes the Church, and the; Succeſs againſt 
ge- Enemies, are more owing to the Power 
om Jof Prayer than the Strength of Ar- 
e- mies. What will theſe do, were it 
me not for a praying Remnant that tt is 
re, Bop d God has yet in his Church! 


Wbt iſrael was contending with 
| Aale, Moſes went up to the Top 
of the Hill to obſerve and to pray. 
And it came to paſs when Moſes held Exod. 7 
up his Hand, that Iſrael prevailed and © © 


> 0 
4 when he let down bis Hand, 1 


able 


k WE 
: 


prevailed. Our Mercies are fetch'd 


na 

ons down by Prayer: The Proſperity and 
ple. Succeſs of the Church depends upon 
ovi- it. Oh whata bleſſed Token would 
the it be of ſome good thing at hand, 
lden were this more generally eſteem'd and 
and more Zealoyſly practic d! The Spirit 


Zof Prayer dt 7 be to us even as 


nes, 

x 44. 1 the Spirit of Prophecy. For He hath Ila. 45.1 
© bo bf rot ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, ſeek ye 

o be e in vain. Thus God exerciſes the 


races of his People, their Faith, their 


(3.0 


heſe ; 
end Patience, and their Prayers. 


— — — —— 
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(3.) He takes this Method to prove 
them, When he led about the Chil- 
dren of Jſrael for Forty Years in the 
Wilderneſs, he did it to humble them, 
to prove them, and to know what was in 


their Heart. God in trying us, makes 
great Diſcoveries of our Deceit and 


Corruptions. Have we now and then 
a Run of Succeſs, how vaunting and 
proud, how confident and preſump- 


tuous, how wanton and ſecure do we 
grow, all on a ſudden! We are fo ex- 
treamly elevated that our Heads run 


round, and we grow perfectly wild 
and extravagant, but which is worſt 


of all, we return to our Follies. Our 
Seriouſneſs abates, our religious Per- 
formances are flackned, and God the 
Donor of our Mercies is forgotten 
by us. When he had done ſome no- 
able Exploit for Iſracl, tis ſaid they 3 
ſang his Praiſe (being mov'd for the 
preſent with the Brightneſs and No- 
velty of the Appearance, but as that 
abated) they ſoon forgot his Works. 1 


The Scripture records this in ſo cloſe 
a Connexion. with the former, as tho' 


they 
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Frey ſang and ſin d together. To 
bes our Folly, there are frequent 


Pauſes in the Providence of God, 
and he gives Succeſs but by little and 


$ litt E. 


BUT then on the other Hand, are 


3 we follow'd with Diſappointments and 
#Rebukes? what murmuring and repi- 
ning, what Unbelief and Deſpondence, 


what Diſcontent and Impatience 
way be obſerv'd to break forth! Then 
ve groan under our Burdens, cry out 
Jof our Miſeries, exclaim againſt In- 
ſtruments, and it is well if God him- 
ſelf eſcape our Invectives. The unbe- 
Fiieviag and ungrateful Ifraelites, when 
og went croſs to em were not 
nl almoſt ready to ſtone Moſes, 
I flew directly in the Face of God. Would *: 4. 


but Exod. 17. 


God we had died in the Land of Egypt ! Numb. 
4nd wherefore hath the Lord brought us "4+ . 2, 


# unto this Land? and ſaid one — ano- © 
mu let us make a Captain, and let ws re- 


g turn into Egypt. 


q THUS let God deal with us how 
he pleaſes, ſtill we are finning. In 
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Proſperity we are wild and wanton, 


in Adverſity we are ſullen and ſpite- 


ful. When he is humbling us, for | 
our Pride and Vanity, we grow Md 
with Vexation, and while he ſees fit 
to correct us for one Set of Sins, we 


run into the contrary, that are as bad. 
How does this betray the Capriciouſ- 


neſs and Corruption of our Nature! 


Oh the aſtoniſhing Deceit, the deſpe- 
rate Wickedneſs Sagi our Hearts! 
tho? this bleſſed be God, is not the 
conſtant and general Caſe ; for while 
theſe Diſcoveries are made, he is do- 


ing Good to the ſerious and better 
Part ot his People. What is only laid 


open in others, is mortified in them, 
thro” the effeftual Working of his holy 


Spirit, as they are truly humbled by 
Afflictions and engaged by their 


Tercies. 


(4.0 G OD doth this not only for 
the proving. of his People, but for 


the fuller Vindication of his Juſtice 


upon their Enemies, By taking ſuch 
a Courſe as this with them, they 


have the Benefit of loud and fre- 


quent 
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quent Warnings, . ſufficient to awaken 
em, if they would but attend. They 


have many Opportunities to obſerve, 


how the Hand of God is lifted up 
againſt em; and which is the greateſt 
Mercy of all, they have Space allow'd 
em for Repentance, He does not 
on a ſudden proceed to their Deſtru- 
ation, but gives em Time to ſave 
themſelves, would they hearken to 
his Voice. Yet if the merciful Delay 


of his Providence, does but harden 


them the more, (as it uſually happens) 
it then only ſerves to aggravate their 


Guilt, and ripen 'em at Length for 


the-Inflictien -f ſome more tremen- 
dous and exemplary Vengeance. 
For hereby their Sins become ex- 
ceeding great and provoking, they 
are left without Excuſe, and the 
Juſtice.of God, will not only be vin- 


the greateſt Severities upon 'em. Pha- 


repeated Warnings, ſufficient Intima- 
tions to have mov'd the Hearts of any, 
but ſuch blind Rebels : but when they 
were reſolved to fin, in the Face and 


dicated, but eminently glorified in 


raoh and his People had very loud and 


B in 
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to repent of her Fornication and fhe re- 


in Deſpite of Miracles, a ſudden and 
utter Ruin was the fitteſt Puniſnment 


for em. What a glorious Vindica- 
tion is it. of the Wrath of God, upon 


myſtical Fezabel, that he gave her Space 
pented not. I ſhall only add, 


PPP 
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(,.) And laſelz. Hereby we ſee more 
of the ſhining Beauty of Providence. 
We have a more particular Inſight 
into the various Ways and ſtupendu- 
ous Methods, God takes to humble the 
inſoleut and haughty Oppoſers of his 
Cauſe and Intereſt. Had he made a ſhort 
Work with the Canaanites, his People 
had not beheld ſo much of his Glory, 
neither had they ud found ſuch Ex- 
perience of the Wiſdom and Power, of 


3 5 I, ads 
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the Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of God, 


as length of Time and a gradual Pro- 
greſs did furniſh them with. Had the 
Ene my been driven out at once, inſtead 
of many, they would have had but 
one Ebenezer or Stone of Remem- 
brance to erect, as a Monument to his 
Praiſe. But as the Matter was manag'd, 
evcry Year unfolded to 'em a freſh 
Scene 
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t Scene of Wonders; in each of which 
- F they beheld a ſweet Variety, adorn'd 
n with the moſt endearing Circumſtan- 
e ces of Mercy and Love. How plea- 
z- & ſant was it to the ſerious Part 
amongſt them, to reconnt the many 
ſignal Appearances of God for them! 
At ſuch a Time, in ſuch a Place, in 
ſuch a Manner, under ſach Circum- 
ſtances did the glorious God ſtep forth 


and ſhew himſelf mighty on our 
Behalf. 


HOW entertaining, and uſeful is it 
to read the Hiſtory and ANNALS 
of the Jews! To obſerve rhe various 
Steps, the no leſs gracious than won- 
derful Methods the Lord took to 
8 vanquiſh their deadly Foes, and to 
put em in Poſſeſſion of the Land! 
How in all, he made good his Promi- 
ſes to a Tittle! Infomuch as Here fazl- Joſh. 2r. 
ed not onght of any good Thing which the . ,. 
Lord had ſpoken unto the Houſe of Iſratl : 
All came to paſs. How much had it 
taken from the Beauty and Elegance 
Jof Providence, if all this had been 
crowded up in one Inſtance Only, 
: | B 2 tho 
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tho' that a very memorable one! 


This wou'd have given us but. too 
ſhort and compendious an Account. It 
had been like a fine Piece of Work- 
manſhip, that was ſo cloſely rolled 
together, that ſcarce any Thing of it 
could be ſeen; and what of it might, was 
but very dimly and imperfectly. But as 
the ſacred Volumes repreſent it, how 
does it appear, like a curious Piece of 
Embroidery or Needlework clearly 
unfolded and laid open to View: And 
in which, there is ſuch an infinite 
Variety of Art, and every Piece fo 
exquiſitely fine; that the more cloſely 
you examine it, the more you are 
ſtruck with Wonder : and beholding 
it altogether, it is ſo beautiful and 
ſo glorious, that you are never ſatisfied 
with looking upon it, nor weary of 
applauding and admiring it. 


AND to ſpeak to what does more 
immediately concern our ſelves ; 
ſhould it not very much affe& us, 
to obſerve that Train of ſurpriſing 
Providences which hath attended us, 
ever ſince God hith brought us out 


of 
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of the more than Feyptian Darkneſs ſs and 
Bondage of OPEL 

Light of the REFORMATION? Were 
I toxenter into the Detail of them, how 
would they in Number exceed even 
the Records which we have of the an- 
tient Jews? Nay,were I only to confine 
my ſelf to thoſe that commenc'd with 
the late happy REVOLUTION, how 
numerous would theſe be! During this 
lingring War, to which our reſtleſs 
Adverfaries have compell'd us, what 
memorable Inſtances have there been 


of God's gracions Appearances for 


us! Tis true, our Enemies have been 
driven out from before us, but by little 
ard little; yet if we were to 2d up 
every particular Account and then the 
total Sum, we ſhall find a very large 
Produce; The Time wou ldfail us to 


recount every particular Advantage, 


and to ſet it forth with all its embel- 
liſhing Circumſtances, I ſhall only 
juſt mention a few. | 


THERE is the glorious victory 
at Hochſtet or Blenheim, and the no 


lefs glorions Conſequences of it; The 
B 3 ſhame- 
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Y, by the glorious 
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ſhameful Retreat of the Enemy from 
Barcelona: The fatal Overthrow that 
was given them at Turin The famous 
Battle of Ramellies, and the vaſt Suc- 
ceſſes which follow'd upon that: And 
to come nearer, there is the advanta- 
geous prevention of the Invaſion: The 
Battle of Oudenarde: The reducing of 
Lifle : The almoſt incredible Succeſs of 
the Fight at Wyrnendale : The ſurmonn- 
ting of amazing Difficulties, the length- 
ning of the fair Seaſon, making it as the 
> Day of Joſbua, till like him we had 
avenged as of our Enemies, and complea- 
ted all that we deſir'd. And to con- 
clude with what hath been the happy 
Occaſion of this joyful Day, there is 
the taking of Tournay, (that Maſter- 
peice of modern Fortification.) The 
laſt famous Victory at Blaregnies (which 
was the more glorious by how much 


fiſtance and moſt unexpreſſible Diffi- 
culties) And then the finiſhing Stroke 
in taking that important Fortreſs of 
Mons, which confirm'd our Succeſles, 
and outdid the Expectations of our 
Enemies. Theſe are but ſome of God's 
Ways 


it u a; obtain'd maugre the ſtonteſt Re- 
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Ways and mentioned in the Grofs, 
And did we duly conſider them, how 
would they excite onr Wonder, and 
oblige us to confeſs that he has acted 


towards ns, as tho” he had ſat 5» 


Conſult to give us Entertainment ? 
What a Luſtre, what a Glory ſhonld 
we find upon the Ways of God, in 
the Means, the Methods, the gradual 
Steps and the Time he hath taken 


to humble our Enemies! doing it 20 


in one Tear, bat by little and little. 


AND does not this conduce incom- 
parably more to the Honour of God, 
and the Benet of his People, than 
it wonld have done had he brought 
them down at once, and contracted 
this curious Frame of Providence, 
within the narrow Limits but of 
one Year? Do we not hereby re- 
ceive much more ample Inſlruction? 
are not our Graces more duly exer- 
cis'd? and our Hearts more excited 
and tun'd to the delightful Work of 
Praiſe? Such a Multiplicity, ſuch a 
Varigty of merciful Difpenſations 
ſhould (methinks) very much affect 


4 and 


PE: ů ͤ ——— 


* 


24 4 Thankſgiving Sermon. 


and quicken us, and make our Hearts 
Plal. 92. like David's Inſtrument of ten Strings, 
3* _ which he us'd upon ſolemn Occaſions, 
and which of all his Mach tis proba- 
ble, was the moſt ſweet and melodi- 
ous, Upon ſuch a Review, ſhall we 
Pal. 57. not ſay with him? Awake up my Glo- 


ver. 8 


wer: ©,9»7p, I my ſelf will awake early. I will 


praiſe thee O Lord among the People: I 
will ſing unto thee among the Nations, 
For thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens, 


Pfal. 26. and thy Truth unto the Clouds. I will 


7. publiſh with the Voice of Thankſgiving, 
and tell of all thy wondrows Works. 
We ſhall be the more diſpos'd to this 
by confidering what I am now 


II. In the Second Place to obſerve, 
Viz. Ibat in the gradual Method which 
God takes to ſubdue his People's Enc- 
mies, he conſults their greater Peace, 
Ty more fiouriſhing Proſperity at long 

un. 


1. HE conſults their greater Peace. 
This it is evident he did with Reſpe& 
to thoſe in the Text. It had not been 
to fafe for them had he rooted out the 


; * 
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Canaanites at once. This indeed might 
have ſecur'd them from the Danger of 
foreign Enemies, for who would have 
ſtriven with a People that had God thus 
fighting for em? But then it would have 
given an Opportunity to inteſti ne Foes, 
(no leſs dangerous than thoſe that 
were deſtroy d) even the wild Beaſts, 
to have riſen up againſt them. There- 
fore it was not fit to expel the Inha- 
bitants, all at once. I will not drive 
them out from before thee in one Near, 
leaſt, &c. q. d. Should I put a ſpeedy 
Iſſue to the War, tho' this would pro- 
cure thee Reſt from thoſe I ſhould de- 
ſtroy, yet as great Inconveniences 
might ariſe from another Quarter. 
Should I rid the Land of its People, 
the Beaſts of the Field, would then in- 
feſt and plague thee; and 'twere bet- 
ter and far more honourable to wage 
War with Men, than with the ſavage 
Beaſts, Thou ſhalt poſſeſs it with all 
the Expedition that is conſiſtent with 
thy Safety, This can only be when 
thy Numbers are increas'd, which 
will require Time. God delay'd 
then his giving them the full Poſſeſſi- 


ON 
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ble Peace; as well as for other Bene- 


on of the Land, in Order to proeure 
them thereby a. more peaceable Settle- 
ment at laſt. 

AND thus it is to be hop'd, that 
in much iſdom and Mercy he has 
ſeen fit to permit the Lengthning of 
the preſent War, in Order at laſt, to 
procure for us, a more firm and dura- 


fictal Ends and Purpoſes, It was an 
unhappy Neceſſity that oblig'd our late 
GLORIOUS DELIVERER to 
conclude a Peace, which only gave 
the feirhbleſs and crafty Enemy an Op- 
portunity ſhortly after to break it with 
unſpeakable Advantage to himſelf: 
Whereas had the War continned, he 
had in all Probability, been ſoon 
brought to our own Terms. It muſt zow 
be agreed on all Hands, we can not be 
fafe *till he be fo far reduc'd, as not to 
have it in his Power, (ſeeing he never 
wants the Inclination) to moleſt and 
diſturb us. God in his great Mercy 


JET ren gene” wu wy OATS 


| ſeems to be taking a Courſe, that will 


ina very little Time effectually do it; 
if we are fo wiſe as not, (thro' our own 


Importunity and Haſte,) to run our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves into the like [nconveniences as 


before? and for which, we have been 
ſmarting ever ſince. He is apparently 
driving him out from before us. Eve- 
ry Campaign is now crown'd with 
GLORIOUS VICTORY and 
mighty Succeſs. The Enemy is even 
at our Diſcretion; we compel him 
to fight and then we beat him; 
or we make him tamely ſtand by and 
ſee his ſtrongeſt Towns delivered un- 
to us. And the Hand of God againſt 
him, is yet more viſible in that, 
whilſt his Lines and Intrenchments are 

enctrated, his Armies put to Flight, 

is Towns reduc'd, his ſtrongeſt De- 
fences broken down: His Trade alſo 
at the ſame Time is almoſt ruin'd : His 
Treaſures are exhauſted: And to finiſh the 
Miſery, his Subjects are periſhing and 


ready to devour one another, thro 


Want of Bread. Thus he is like ſome 
huge and wild MONSTER, whoſe Feet 
and Horns are not only cutting off, 
but that is affected alſo with a Di- 
ſtemper, at the Heart. Have a little Pa- 
tience, for under ſuch Circumſtances he 
cannot long continue. Should God 

proſ- 
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proſper us, as he hath done,the Length- 
ning of the War, can only iflue in 
further Judgments upon our Enemies ; 
but may in the greateſt Mercies to our 


ſelves. Every new Succeſs will be a fur- 


ther Weakning of him, as on the other 
Hand it will ſtrengthen the Foundati- 
on of (what we have been fo long 
contending for) an honourable and a 
laſting Peace. He muſt come at 
Length to Terms, and be forc'd to 
the Neceſſity of keeping them too: 
And how much farther God in his 
Providence, (beyond our Expectation) 


may over-rule Matters for the Sake of 


his affticted Church, that hath fo long 
ſuffer'd by PERSECUTION (as 
not only his own, but other Nations 
have done by his TYRANNY) is 
not for me to determine. I will only 


ſay, it is our Duty moſt fervently to 


pray for it, and if by the Method God 
is uſing, the Proteſtant Powers (thoſe 
brave Aſſerters of LIBERT T) ſhall 
be in a Condition at Laſt, ſo far alſo 
to plead the Cauſe of RELIGION 
as to obtain Relief to our dear Bre- 


thren ; by ty ing up this WILD BEAST 


of 
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of the Field and Boar of the Wood : Pal. 80. 
What Cauſe ſhall we have, of un- 
ſpeakable Joy and Thankfullneſs! 
Tho! we have been apt to complain 
of the Tediouſneſs of the War, yet 
then we ſhall bleſs God, who in 
his adorable Wiſdom hath over-ruPd 
this Circumſtance of the Judgment to ſo 
great and ſo emch deſired an Iſſue. 
But, 


2. HEREIN doth he alſo conſult 

the greater Proſperity of his People. 

| Until thou be increaſed and inherit the 
Land. i.e. untill thou be not only 
out of Danger from the Beaſts of the 
Field, but in a Condition to enjoy 
the copious Bleſſings TI deſign thee. 
Had they taken Poſſeſſion in one Near 
the Land had been too much for them: 
and then, their Bleſſings would have 
become their Burden. He led em in 
by Degrees, as they increas'd in Num- 
bers; till in Proceſs of Time, having 
filled the whole Land, he gave them 
all that their Hearts could wiſh for. 


— 
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I T would exceed the Limits of this 


Diſcourſe, to dilate upon all the proſ- 
: perous 
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perous Circumſtances to which this 
People were at Length advanc'd. I 
ſhall only refer you, to that Inſtance 
of their Happineſs, which the Reign 
of KING SOLOMON preſents us 


with: For tho' in JOSHU A's Days, 


1 King. 4. 
20. 
26. 


they were ſignally bleſs'd, yet in Solo- 
mon s, they appear'd in all their Glo- 
ry. Then they had Peace on all Sides 
round about them. They dwclt ſafely 
every Man under his Vine, and under his 
Figtree, from Dan even to Beerſheba, all 
the Days of Solomon; eating and drink- 
ing and making merry. Their Coun- 
try was as the. Garden of Eder, and 
Paradice of God, ſtor'd with all the 
choice Fruits of Nature and the Bene- 
fits of Grace. They had every Thing 
that could contribute to the Happineſs 
and the Glory of a People. Their 
Numbers were multiply'd as the Sand 
of the Sea, they were loaded with 
Plenty, filld with Riches beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and govern'd by a PRINCE, 
who for the Statelineſs of his Palaces, 
the Splendour of his Court, and his 
Wiſdom for Government ; was the Pa- 


tern of Ages, and the Wouder of the 


World. 


A Thankſgiving Sermon. 


World. But that which till exceeded 
all theſe: they had THE PRE- 
SENCE OF GOD, who made their 
Temple his Habitation and choſe Jeru- 2 Chon 
ſalem to put bis Name there. HAPPY? kings 
ſure was that People who were in ſuch az. 7. 
Caſe! yea happy was that People thus to 

have GOD for their LORD! To 

all this did God bring em at laſt, 

tho' it was by little and little, and thro 

the Courſe of many Years. | 

AND now with Reſpe& to our 

ſelves: It is not without Ground that 

we hope he may in the preſent Me- 

thod of his Providence, be conſulting 

for us, not only an honourable and 

ſafe Peace, but the zvoſs flouriſhing 
Proſperity upon all Accounts at laſt, 

For if the. Happineſs of a People 

muſt be conceiv'd (as above) to con- 

fiſt in their Numbers, and Strength, 

their Intereſt and Fame, their 
Plenty of Neceſſaries, their Riches 

and Traffick, the Wiſdom and Ho- 

nour of their Prince, the Goodneſs of 

their Conſtitution and Government, 

and above all ; in the Prefence and 
Bleſſing of God. What People is 


there 


— 
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there upon Earth that bid ſo fair for 


all this as we do? do I ſay bid for 


it 2 I will ſay, who have ſo far acquir'd 
it. And it is eaſie to obſerve, that the 
Continuance of the War, has not 
contributed a little to it. 


FOR as to our Numbers it has 
moſt evidently. done ſo, in the great 
Multitudes of Proteſtants who have 
fled to us, from the French Tyranny 
and Perſecution ; and of late, the poor 
Palatines, whom her Majeſiy has re- 
ceiv'd with great Compaſſion and 
Tenderneſs, as 4 nurſing Mother : By 
which Means, not only this famous 
Ciry, but the Kinghom of Ireland and 
and other Parts of her Dominions, 
have been much incteaſed. 


IT may ſeem a Paradox to ſay the 


Mar has done any Thing to", the 


ſtrengthning of us: But this will not 
ſeem ſtrange to ſuch as ſhall conſider 
how much it has increas'd our cheif 
Bulwark the Navy, rouz'd our Martial 
Genius, given us Inſtruction and Expe- 
rience in War, furniſh'd us with many 
Brave- 
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brave Commanders and renomned Lead- 
ers, promoted the ) NION and fill'd 
us with People, that have given mani- 
fold Proofs they are no Burtben, but a 
great Addition to the Riches and 


Strength of our Nation,. if we will 
but employ 'em. 


NEED [tell you alſo that the Miſ- 
dom and Vertues of her MAFESTY, , xings4. 
(whoſe Fame like SOLOMON's in alle. 3. 
Nations round about) the Union and 
Zeal of her PAR LI AMENT S. with 
their Diſpatch of the publick Affairs; 
the Secrecy and Steadineſs of her 
Councils, the Fazithfulneſs and Abi- 
lity of her Miniſters in foreign Courts, 
the Gallantry and Succeſs of her Sol- 
diers, with the Courage and Conduct of 
her Generals in the Field ; and in a 
Word, the Loyalty and Love of her 

People at Home, in this tedious and 
expenſive War, have acquir'd ſuch 
a Reputation and Glory throughout 

the World, that none can equal us 

in Fame, or vye with us for Intereſt. 


NOR can any be ignorant how 
| C much 
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much the War has contributed to the 


eſtabliſhing and preſerving our happy 
Conſtitution and Government. To de- 
fend tbeſe, we took up Arms, and 
ſo far hath God favour'd a righteous 
Cauſe that the Invaders of our LI- 
BERTY and PROPERTY have 
not only been driven out of theſe 
Kingdoms, but during the War and 
by Means thereof, our ancient Rights 
have been reſtor'd ; Her MAJESTY's 
Perſon and the Succeſſion of the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line (ecur'd,and the Hopes 
of the PRETENDER with all his 
open and ſecret Abettors have been extin- 
gniſhed. So that all that our Enemies 
have hitherto done to ſubvert our Go- 
vernment, or to weaken and divide ns ; 
has only ſerv'd the more firmly to 
unite and ſettle us. | 


NOW "tis evident how much all 
theſe do conduce to our Proſperity. 
To which if we add the Conſideration 
of the many Bleſſings of NAT ORE 
which God hath beſtowed upon us 


ia the Fruitfulneſs of our Country, 


and its commodious cCcituation for 
Trade, 
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is 
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RELIGION, that chief of Bleſ- 
ſings and the free Exerciſe of it 
ſecur'd unto us by 4Fs of Parliament 
and Royal Aſſurances ; we muſt con- 
clude, there can be nothing more de- 
fir'd, but Peace with our Enemies, and 
hearty Love among our ſelves, to make 
us the moſt flouriſhing, and the moſt 
happy People under ſo good a 
QUEEN, and ſo well conſtituted 
a Government, 


Trade, but above all in THE TRUE 4 how 2 1 


Application, 


FROM what has been ſaid, I think I 
have given you ſufficient Reaſons why 
God does not ſpeedily reduce our E- 
nemies, but drives them out from before 
ws by little and little. And I have ſhewn 
you how much this ſets off his 177/49»: 


and Mercy, in preparing Matters hereby 


for our greater Peace, and more flou- 
riſhing Proſperity in the End. 


$2 I SHALL 


| 
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I ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with 
the following Reflect ions. 


1. Methods of force may in ſome caſes 
be uſed with theChurch's Enemies. They 
may be driven out, eſpecially, in a War 
that is commenc'd only for the recover- 
ing of what is unjuſtly detain'd from us. 
This is a Truth that holds good againſt 
the Enemies with whom we are at pre- 
ſent engag'd. Conferences and Treaties 
have been hitherto us'd by them as 
Artifices only to amuſe us; by which 
they have convinc'd the World, that 
nothing but Neceſſity, or Force of 
Arms, can bring them to Reaſon. They 
will not reſign, or comply with fair 
Methods, and therefore muſt be driven 
to it. This juſtifies the War, and makes 
the continuance of it neceſſary, What the 
Enemy has gain'd by Violence, Deceit, 
and the moſt horrible Methods of In- 
jaſtice, he will not deliver up again but 
at the Price of Blood. He ſtruggles hard, 
and what is gotten from him, is done 
by wreſting it out of his Hands. Such 
is his Pride and Hardneſs, that he will 

not 
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not yield, The Diſtreſs of his Coun- 


try, and the lamentable Cries of his 


People cannot yet move him, He is 
reſolv'd to hold out as long as he can, 
and we gain ground upon him but by 
Inches. Thus we have not only a 
unjuſt, but a ſtubborn . to Pr 
with. However, 


Secondly, Let us not faint or def pond. 
It is Matter of Comfort, that we have 
ſeen him probably at the Height. He 
is going down. The Hand of God is 


. evidently againſt him. He is driving him 


out from before us, tho? it be gradually 
and ſlowly. The more time he takes to do 
it in, the more admirable will the Perfor- 
mance be at laſt, and the greater the Bene- 
fits that we ſhall receive from it. How 
many rare and curious Pieces of Pro- 
vidence ſhould we have miſs'd, had 


| God accompliſh'd that for us in the 
firſt Year of the Revolution, which he 


has been doing ever ſince? His uy 
is to be conſulted as well as our Satil- 
faction; nor does he negle& even 
this, ſceing he delays our Mercies, 
only to give us the more pleaſing 
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Reliſn of them when they come: 
And certainly it is the greateſt Bleſſing of 
all our Enjoyments, to be able to un 
their Worth, and taſte their Sweetneſs, 


Thirdly, Let us learn the Inſtructious, 
exerciſe the Graces, and eye the Pro- 
vidences that God would have us in 
theſe Delays. Let us not therefore ex- 
pet Miracles, where he will bring a- 
bout his Purpoſes by ordinary Means. 
Let us reverence his Dominion and 
Sovereignty : Honour the Inſtruments 
he uſes, but not expect more from them 
than Men can do. Let us make God 
our Refuge at all times. When we en- 
ter the Field, let us take Care to engage 
his Preſence with us, by having an in- 
tire Dependance upon him, and form- 
ing the moſt encouraging Expectat ions 
from his Power and Goodneſs. In a 
Word, let us pray with Fervour and with 
Faith ; let us hope againſt Diſcourage- 
ments, and wait with Patience. For 
the Viſion is yet for an appointed Time, 
but at the End it ſhall ſpeak and not lye, 
tho it may tarry, wait for it, becauſe 
it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. 


4thly, 


.% 
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4thly, LT E the Wiſdom and Mercy 


] of God, that appears in the ſlow and 
q gradual Method which he takes in 
, ſubduing our Enemies, pacify our Minds 
1 under the Hurdens and Sufferings, we 
g feel thro' the Length of the War. 
4 And my Brethren, we have all the 
5 Conſiderations to quiet us that can be. 
4 WHATEVER our Miſeries and 


4 Burdens are, they are no Way compa- 
| rable to theirs who are at War with 
us. We with all our Sufferings, have 
4 Succeſs and Victory on our Side; *tis 
. quite the contrary with them. Be- 
ſides, the very worſt of our Circum- 
* ſtances are better than the beſt of 
theirs. Our Scarcity compar'd with 
theirs, may (without a Figure) be cal- 
led Plenty : Our Poverty, Riches: Our 
"7 Decay in Trade, a Fulneſs of Buſi- 
8 neſ Our Want of Commerce, an 


abounding in all Manner of Traffick 
” and Merchandize. And in our worſt - 
ch Caſe, we do all enjoy thoſe Felici- 
; 4. ties, which an enſlaved People have not 
uſe ſo much as the Concepion of. 5 
hy C 4 NE1- 
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NEITHER are our Circumſtances 
like theirs, whoſe Country is the Seat 
of Mar. We behold not the diſmal 
Spectacles, the dreadful Waſts and 
Deſolations it hath made; neither 
are we affrighted with its terrible 
Alarms. We hear of theſe things at 
a Diſtance only. We enjoy a pro- 
found Tranquility within our ſelves, 
while we are engaging our Enemies 
abroad, 


NOR are we like thoſe who 


at this Day are not only pinch'd with 
Scarcity, next to a Famine; but viſi- 
ted with a raging Peſtilence ; (the like 
to which no Hiſtory does afford) ; 
beſides the Danger to which they are 
expos'd, from potent and contending 
Neighbours. | 


OUR Caſe does not come near to 
that, of ſeveral of our Confederates 
and Al/ies; whoſe Countries have 
been invaded and made deſolate, 
whoſe Towns have been taken and 


demoliſhed, and whoſe People have 


been 


0 ont aa wot. 
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been deſtroyed or diſpers'd : of which 
the pleaſant and fruitful Palatinate 
and other Parts are ournful Inſtances. 


NAY, our preſent Condition, bleſ- 
ſed be God ! is far from what it was 
before, or has been ſince the War firſt 
began. We are not under a Popiſh 
Prince or influenc'd by a French Go- 
vernment, Our Laws are not ſubver- 
ted, our Rights and Priviledges are not 
invaded, nor is our Religion threat- 

ned; We have no Enemy entring 
our Land either on one Side or t'other, 
either in North-Britain or Ireland. 
God hath driven them out from before us. 


THE Priviledges and Bleſſings we 
now enjoy, and which have been 
reſtor'd and preſerv'd to us by the 
War; are what when under a Popiſh 
and Arbitrary Government, we would 
with Thankfulneſs have purchas'd at 
any Expence; even more, than we have 
been at in defending them, 


The War is continu'd only in the 
Defence of theſe unſpeatable Bleſſings, 
0 that 
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Methods taken to 


that we may Compel the Enemy to Rea- 
ſon, and put it out of his Power to in- 
wade our Priviledges again, or to di- 
ſturb us in the Enjoyment of 'em. 


WE have ſuffer'd by Treaties : This 
ought to make us the more cantious for 
the future, that our Enemies may not 
gain that Advantage over us by a 
Peace, which they could not do by the 
=. 


OUR Confederates, tho' much 


more preſs'd with the Burdens, and 


much more expos'd to the Miſeries of 
it, are all convinc'd of the Neceſſity 
of continuing it. 


ALE poſſible Means are us'd, and 

SH the Ene- 
my to Peace, and the War is pro- 
long'd only to obtain it upon ho- 
nourable Terms and ſuch Security as 
ſnall free us from the Apprehenſions 


of its ſpeedily breaking out again. 


THE YE EN, her Parliament, 
her Miniſters, our Generals and Soldiers, 
| are 
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are every one contributing what he can 
to the Concluſion of the War: And 
every one ſeems now to ſtrive who 
ſhall perform his Part beſt. 


SUPPLIES are readily and li- 
berally granted : Orders are ſpeedily 
iſſued forth and duly executed Our 
Armies are forthwith recruited : We 
prevent the Enemy in the Field. 
OUR CONSUMMATE GENE- 
RAL and THOSE with him, loſe 
no Time, and let ſlip no Advantage; 
we do not ſtay till one preſents, but en- 
gage the Enemy at all Diſadvanta- 
ges and venture upon Enterprizes 


where the Difficulties ſeem ixſupe- 
rable. 


AND while ſuch Methods are ta- 
ken ; we cannot form the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of thoſe who have the Manage- 
ment of publick Aﬀairs, and in whoſe 
Power it is to give us Peace; were 
they not ſure, that a little Time will 
do it with auch more Advantage, and 
to gener al SatisfaFion, 


OUR 
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OUR Soldiers are grown weary of 
the Tedionſneſs and infinite Fatigues of 

the War. They long to go home, that 
they may reap the Fruits of the Peace 
they are purchaſing at the Price of their 
Blood, and that they may wear their 
' Lawrels, and tell of 4d their Glory. 


OUR 2UEEN car have no In- 
tereſt diſtindt from ours. She has 10 
Conſort, no Children but her dear People. 
She is of the ſame Religion, and has a 
Heart entirely Engliſh, Her Steddineſs 
to her Principles and Faithfulneſs to 
her Conſcience brought her to the 
Throne; and here ſhe has acted, 
as tho' it were her ſtedfaſt Opi- 
nion that the only Way to make her 
felf- Greet, is by promoting the Hap- 
pireſs and Glory of her People. And how 
can ſhe that has ſo often and ſo many 
Ways contributed to the Relief and 
Comfort of her Subjects, even to the leſ- 
ſening of her own Revenue, omit any 
thing that may be for their further Ser- 


vice or delay it one Day longer than 
is convenient? 


BESIDES 
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BESIDES all this; God has fol- 


lowed her Endeavours with great and 
wonderful Succeſs, fo that the Com- 
pletion of all our Withes is even at 
the Door, We have been graciouſly 


told from the Throne, that we are 


ſetting the laſt Hand to it, and it is 
made a Queſtion whether the Enemy 
will continue the Diſpute. 


UPON the whole then, with what 
Calmneſs and Eaſe may we expect the 
End of this long. expenſive andbloody 
War, which ſeems to approach us? 
With what Chearfulneſs ſhould we bear 


our preſent Burdens in Proſpect of a 


Peace, which with God's Bleſſang, may 


in ſome Time recover our Loſſes, 


and put an End to all our Complaints? 
With what Freedom ſhould we pay 


our Taxes, (tho' they did exceed thoſe 


of former Years,)in Hopes that this may 


be the laſt > Eſpecially too, ſince we 


have the Royal Aſſurance, that if 


there be Peace, what is given ſhall be 
apply d to the leſſening of the publick 
Debts, HAPPY Britain, iti K NEW 
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its own Happineſs! To murmur and 
repine, to be uneaſie and impatient under 
ſuch bleſſed Circumſtances, and in ſo 
near a View of what we deſire, were the 
Way to offend God, and proclaim our 
ſelves an unreaſonable and an ungrateful 


People. But I haſten to the Conclu- 


ſion ; and therefore, 


5. LET what has been ſaid, excite us 
to render all poſſible Praiſe and Thanks 
to our infinitely gracious God, for the 
Mercies I have mention'd : and parti- 
cularly the great Advantages which we 
are aſſembled this Day on Purpoſe to 
commemorate. | 


TH O' the Succeſſes of this laſt Cam- 
pain have been as glorious for our 
Arms as any of the preceeding; yet, 
have they not come up fully to the 
Expectations of ſome People; who 
in the Beginning of it, look'd for no- 
thing but either a ſadden Peace, or 
that we ſhould forthwith carry the War 


into the Hear: of FRANCE. but we 


ſee we went faſter in our Minds, than 


God wou'd have us in his Providence. 


HOWEVER, 


r 
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HOWEVER, what I have ſaid 
ſhould effe&ually cure any Oneaſoneſs 
upon that Account, and convince us 
that this ought to be 2 Hindrance to 
our Thankfulneſs, but promote it rather; 
ſince if God defigns us Peace as a 
Bleſſing, the Circumſtance of the De- 
lay is only ordered in Wiſdom, to 
render it the ore advantageous when 
it comes. Tho' the War be not finiſh- 


ed, yet in all Appearance it is the next 


Door to it. And ſhould we not bleſs 


God who has brought us ſo near the 


End of our Wiſhes ? The Mariners 
who have had a tedious Voyage, and 
been ſorely toſs'd with Tempeſts ; when 
they make an Obſervation, and find 
they are not far from Land, how do 
they rejoyce! and mnch more when 
they are failing into Port. All their 
paſt Toils and Labours, their Dangers 
and Affrightments are then forgotten. 


THE Succeſſes of this Year call for 
abundant Thankfulneſs : Whether we 


confider the Advantages themſelves ; 
the ſtout Reſiſtance and mwrexpreſſible 
Dit- 


— 
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Difficulties, that were broken thro to 
obtain em: The vaſt Impreſſion they 
muſt have really made upon the Ene- 


my, and the happy Conſequences that 
are like to follow upon them. 1 


BUT that which ſhoud raiſe our 
Gratitude to the higheſt Pitch, ſhould be 
the Senſe of our Unworthineſs of theſe 


Mercies, andthat God ſhou'd grant em 


to us, altho' (collectively and as a Na- 
tion,) we did not ſo much as ſeek to him 
for the ſame. It is as if he were reſolv'dto 


bleſs us, whether we deſir'd him or not. 


THE leſs he was engag'd to do all 
this for us, the more thankful ſhould 


we be; and the more humble too; 
| fince we can aſſume not bing to our 


ſelves; but might rather with Reaſon 
have expected that he ſhould have pu- 
niſbed us for this our anprecedented Neg- 
lect. How pertinently may thoſe Words 
be apply'd unto us? Speak not in thine 
Heart after that the Lord thy God hath 
caſt them out from before thee ſaying ; 
For my own Righteouſneſs be Lord 

hath 
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hath brought me in to poſſeſs the Land, 
but for the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations, 
the Lord doth drive them out before thee. 


Not for thy Righteouſneſs, or the 
Uprightneſs of thine Heart, doſ# thou Deut. 9. 
go to poſſeſs the Land; but for the Miel. 45 56. 
_ edneſs 4 theſe Nations, the Lord doth 


drive them out from before thee, and that 
he may perform the Word which the Lord 
ſware unto thy Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac 
and Jacob. Underſtand therefore that 
the Lord thy God giveth thee not this 


| good Land to poſſeſs it for thy Righte- 


ouſneſs ; for thou art a ſliff-necked Peo- 


ple. It is inculcated no leſs than three 


Times to prevent their fond Conceits, 
to upraid 'em for their Sins, and to 
let them know that tho? they ſhar'd 
in the Mercy; they had no Share in 
the Glory of procuring it. It was free- 
ly given, but no Way deſerv'd. 


6thly, Let us improve the Mercies we 
have commemorated, to the ſtrength- 
ning of our Faith and Hope with re- 
ſpe& not only to the Enemies we are 


dealing with, but all others whatſoever. 


Not only with reſpect to the French 
. "> Adver- 
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Adverſaries, but all their Abettors - 


not only thoſe that are Enemies to Our 


Government, but to the Church of God o 
not only our temporal, but our Spiritual 
Enemies, the Fleſh and the Devil, Let 
us cheriſh a lively Hope that All theſe, 
in the Uſe of God's inſtituted Means, 
and a humble Dependance upon him ; 
ſhall by little and little, in his due 


Time (which is the beſt) be brought 


under. : 


As to the French, bleſſed be God! 
they are driven out of our Land, and 
ſeveral other fine Countries, of which 
they were in Poſſeſſion, and ſeem now 
to be declining apace. If there be any 
of their Abettors among us, it muſt 
be look'd upon as our Unhappineſs; 
and doubtleſs they of all Men do moſt 


truly deſerve the ogprobrious Name of 
falſe Brethren. 


THERE are others (not far a kin 
from theſe) Men of fo fiery a Temper, 
and ſuch bloody Principles, that on this 
Account, we are not ſo happy as 
the Iſraelites ;, who were not infeſted - 


by 
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by wild Beaſts in their Land: But *tis 
our Comfort that with vs they do not 
increaſe and multiply. They come too 
near the Deſcription which we have 
in the Second Epiſtle of St. Peter, and 
which I am not willing here to inſert; 
Men who deſpiſe Government, I am 
far from wiſhing whar is there foretold 
of *em. I pray God it may never come 
to paſs. I mention it with a pure De- 
ſign of Charity, that they may conſider 
and avoid the Danger. And *tis to be 
hop'd that thro' the evident Appearances 
of God for us, and the Clemency of her 
MAJESTY's Government , they will 
at laſt be ſubd ud to a more brotherly 
Temper. 


AND how much is it to be wiſh'd, 
that not only thoſe who are Enemies 
to the Intereſt of our Nation, but of 
the Church of God, might every where 
be prevail'd with to lay down their 
Enmity ; ſince the maintaining of it 
can only end in their own Perdition. 
For Antichriſt maſt fall, and every 
new Conqueſt is a fare Pledge of it, 
and a further Step towards it, 


D2 THEN 
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Pſa. 80. 


z. 


Ja. 4. v. 
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THEN hall the Church have Reſt 
from her Enemies. There ſhall be no 
Boar out of the Wood, nor wild Beaſt 
of the Field to waſte and devour her. 
For the Lord will create upon every dwel- 
ling Place of Mount Lion, and upon her 
Aſſemblies, a Cloud and Smoke by Day, 
and the ſhining of a flaming Fire by 
Night; and upon all the Glory ſhall be 


a Defence. 


AND tho' we may not live to ſee this 
bleſſed Day, yet we have matter of 
Joy, whilſt aſſured, that God will 
ſubdue the worſt Enemies we have, 
if we go on to ſerve him, and theſe 
are the Fleſh and the Devil. The God 
of Iſrael will drive them oat ; he will 
ubdue our Iniquities, (tho' it be 
by little and little) and bruiſe Satan 
under our Feet. What if in this World 


we ſhould hear of nothing but Wars 
and Rumours of Wars? yet we ſhall 


enjoy great Peace in our Soul from the 


Proſpect of that inconceivable and 


endleſs Bleſſedneſs which he is prepar- 


ing for us. 


There 
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There, the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and there the weary be at reſt, To con- 
cl ade all, = 


7thly, and laſily, That this may be out 
happy Condition, let us endeavour to 


make Returns ſuitable to our great Mer- 
cies, 


LET us lead quiet and peaceable 


Lives, be induſtrious Practicers and Pro- 
moters of all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 


which will ſecure us the Favour of God, 


the Continuance of all the rich Bleſ- 


ſings we enjoy, and the Vouchſafement 
of thoſe we hope for. 


LET us continue our. Prayers for a 
Bleſſing upon the QUEEN, the Par- 
liament, the Army, the Navy, the Con- 
federates, and all the glorious Inſtru- 
ments of our Happineſs, which will re- 
commend us more to the Eſteem of 


Her MAFESTY than if we ſhould 


continue to fatigue her with our need- 
leſs Addrefles. WES 


LET 


* 


* A Thank giving Sermon. 


Pſal. 104. 


N V. 21. 22 


Deut. 32. 
v. 6. 


LET us not upon our great Suc- 
ceſſes grow wanton and ſecure, or be 
like thoſe in the Text, who forgot God 
their SAVIOUR that had done great 
things in EGYPT; wondrous Works 
in the Land of HAM, and terrible things 
by the red Sea. Do ye thus requite the 


Lord, O fooliſh People and unwiſe !' 


LET us love the Lord our God with 
all our Heart, with all our Soul, with all 


our Strength. He hath done theſe great 
things for us, that he might melt down 
the Diſaffection of onr Hearts, and win 


us to the Love of himſelf. 


LET ns devote our felves entirely | 


to him. I beſeech you Brethren, by the 
Mercies of God that ye preſent your Bo- 


ares (i. e. by a known Figure, your 


whole ſelves) 4 living Sacrifice, Holy, 
acceptable unto God, which js your reaſo- 
wable Service, 


Finally, LET us expreſs our Gra- 
titude for the Good he hath done 
xs, by doing all the Good we can, 
unto all Men. The Divine Benefi- 

. cence 
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cence ſhould both teach us our Duty 
and powerfully prompt us to the Pra- 
ctice of it. As theſe ſhould be Days 
of univerſal Joy and uutual Feſtivity ; 
ſo of ſending Portions and beſtowing 


Gifts to the Poor. Our Goodneſs ex- 


tendeth not unto Him. He wants no- 


thing we can give; nor is benefited. 
by any thing we can do. Only, we 


hade the poor and our fellow Servants, 


the Honſhold of Faith always with ws: 


Many of whom he hath lefr in needy 


Circumſtances on Purpoſe to prove our 
Love to himſelf, by our Kindneſs to 


them. If it be ask'd, What ſhall I ren- 
der unto the Lord for all his Benefits 


towards me? Turn your Eye to his 


needy Saints. Behold your Jeſus ſuf- 


fering in his diſtreſſed Bret hren. There 


he will receive your Viſits, and accept 


of your Benevolence And what you do 


to them he will eſteem as done unto 


me in naked and ye clothed me: I 
was fick and ye viſited me + I was in Pri- 
fon and ye came unto me=>—— Inaſmnch 
ar 


himſelf. I wes an hungred and ye gave Mat. 3 ; 
me Meat : 1 was thirfly, and ye gave <= 
me Drink: I was a Stranger and ye took 
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44 je have done it unto one of theſe my 
Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


NOW be GOD of PEACE that 
brought again from the dead our LORD 
FESOS, that great SHEPHERD 
of the SHE E P, thro' the Blood of the 
everlaſting COVENANT, make you 
per fed in every good Work to-do his Will, 
-working in you that which is well pleaſing 
in his Sight, thro FESUSCHRIST, 
to whom be GLORY for ever and 
ever, AMEN. 83 
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